
 Is there a change in the requirements for A+ for the class of 2015? 

 

Yes.  Beginning with the class of 2015, students must achieve a score of advanced or profi-
cient on the Algebra I End of Course Exam.  Please check with the A+ Coordinator about op-
portunities to retake the Algebra I EOC before graduation to establish eligibility.  Beginning in 
2015, if you do not meet the Algebra I end of course requirement upon graduation, you may 
regain eligibility by completing your first semester at a participating institution with a minimum 
of 12 hours and a 2.5 grade point average. 
 
 Can A+ money be used toward a four-year institution? 

 
No.  A+ money cannot be used toward a four-year institution.  Check the link on the A+ 
webpage to see which institutions A+ money may be used for.  A+ funds are used for Mis-
souri Community Colleges and some Technical Schools.  A+ Students must still cover the 
cost of lab fees, technology fees, program specific fees, course supplies, uniforms, textbook 
costs and miscellaneous expenses such as parking and graduation fees.  A+ funds can only 
be used for tuition. 
 
However, some four-year institutions offer scholarships based on the completion of the A+ 
program.  We recommend contacting 4-year institutions to see if a scholarship based on com-
pleting the A+ program are available at the individual institutions.  We do want to make it clear 
that it is up to each individual 4-year institution whether or not they offer such a scholarship. 
 
 How much money can a student receive? 
 
The scholarship will cover the unpaid balance of your tuition up to 105% of the career path, 
after all available, non-loan federal financial assistance, such as the federal Pell grant, has 
been applied to your account.  This may result in a zero A+ award if your Pell grant is suffi-
cient to cover all tuition charges.  Please be aware that A+ scholarship funds may be reduced 
if there are insufficient state appropriations. 

 Starting in 2012-13, the A+ program will cover tuition up to 105% toward the career path. 
The purpose is for students to stay focused on a career program.  Students must be ac-
cepted into a career program.  The maximum timeframe for A+ will be based on the stu-
dent’s enrolled or accepted postsecondary program of study. 

 For example, if a student is pursuing a general AA degree at Jefferson College, the pro-
gram is currently 62 hours in credit length. A+ would max out at 65 credit hours.  If a stu-
dent is in the Nursing Program, the program is currently100 credit hours.  A+ would max 
out at 105 credit hours.  Again, the student MUST be accepted into the program. 
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 When should the FAFSA information be completed? 
 
A+ students must complete a FAFSA every award year.  The FAFSA can be filled out after January 
1st.  March 1st is a good deadline to give all parties plenty of time to process the information.  April 
1

st
 is the state’s financial aid priority deadline. By completing the FAFSA by this date, the student is 

placed into the running for additional state funds. However, Jefferson College's scholarship deadline 
is March 1st and often financial need is considered using FAFSA results for scholarships. 
 
 Use the webpage, www.FAFSA.gov.  If you use another website that is similar, it will ask you to 

pay.  THE FAFSA FORM IS FREE TO YOUR FAMILY. 
 New feature for FAFSA, enter information for IRS Date retrieval, less auditing and easier. 
 One in three students are audited annually for their FAFSA information 
 
 
 Should Dual Enrollment classes be taken in High School if I plan to use A+?  
 
It is a recommendation that with the new 105% tuition rule, that any classes that can be taken before 
college would be beneficial financially.  If a student has to take a remediation course in college, fails 
a class or changes career path, those classes or changes will apply to the 105%.  Dual-credit is usu-
ally offered at reduced rate and can be cheaper for the individual or family long-term. 
 
 


